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Register results 


The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have previously been summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER as proposals. Extent of consumer and other comment is reported when such information is available. 


@ On and after June 1 retail stores selling saccharin products will have to display warning notices or posters that 
say saccharin has been found to cause cancer in laboratory animals. Restaurants are not included in the new Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) regulations. Details—Federal Register: March 3, page 8793; Dec. 9, 1977, page 62160. 
CONSUMER REGISTER: Jan. 1. For more information write or call Caesar Roy, Food and Drug Administration, 200 C 
St., SW, Washington, DC 20204; telephone 202-245-1186. 


e National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is now requiring car dealers and distributors to 
keep mileage records of a car when it is bought as well as when it is sold to another buyer. The rule, which went into 
effect March 9, does not require any persons to create additional records or to alter their business practices apart 
from keeping records they might once have thrown away. Details—Federal Register: Dec. 1, 1977. For more informa- 


tion write or call Kathleen DeMeter, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20590; tele- 
phone 202-426-1834. 


© Beginning with the 1980 model year, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) will require 
speedometers to display speeds no higher than 85 miles an hour and to highlight the 55-mile limit (except digital 
speedometers). The proposed rule allowed the manufacturer the option of adding speed graduations in either miles or 
kilometers. The final rule requires graduations in both systems of measurement—to aid the conversion of the US to 
metric, consistent with the Metric Conversion Act of 1975. 
Beginning with the 1981 model year, NHTSA will require odometers to be tamper-resistant and irreversible. 
Details—Federal Register: March 16, page 10919; Dec. 18, 1976, page 54204. CONSUMER REGISTER: Jan. 1, 1977. For 


more information write or call Kevin Cavey, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20590; 


telephone 202-426-2720. 


Public charters 


April 26 is deadline for comments on Civil Aeronautics 
Board’s (CAB) proposal to replace several charter plans with 
one simplified “public charter.” This charter would not re- 
quire advance payment for seats or formation of a group of 
any specified size and it would permit one-way as well as 
round-trip travel. 


CAB hopes this proposal will make low cost air travel 
even more accessit’e than it presently is by removing costly 
and unnecessary charter restrictions. 


Charter rules have been liberalized over the years, but 
CAB still believes they are unnecessarily restrictive and 
should be liberalized. At the same time it believes such relax- 
ation will not hurt the business of scheduled airlines. 


Details—Federal Register: March 17, page 11215. Send com- 
ments to Docket 32242, Civil Aeronautics Board, Washington, 
DC 20428. For more information write or call Robert Kneisley 
at above address; telephone 202-673-5442. 


Home insulation—cellulose 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has de- 
cided to develop a mandatory consumer product safety stand- 
ard for the fire hazards associated with cellulose home insula- 
tion. This decision was based on a petition it received from the 
Metropolitan Denver District Attorney’s Consumer Office 
concerning the dangers from fire of cellulose, fibrous glass 
and plastic foam/resin home insulation products. 


After considering comments it received on the petition 
[CONSUMER REGISTER: Oct. 1, 1977], along with other infor- 
mation it had gathered, CPSC concluded that, at this time, at 
least, a safety standard was necessary for cellulose home insu- 
lation but not for fibrous glass and plastic foam/resin prod- 
ucts. The commission will consider action on other forms of 
insulation in the future. 


April 12 is deadline for submission of either one or more 
existing standards as a recommended consumer product 
safety standard or offer to develop a recommended standard. 


Details—Federal Register: March 13, page 10427. Send sub- 
missions to Secretary, Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
Washington, DC 20207. For more information write or call 
Harry Cohen at above address; telephone 301-492-6453. 


Advisory committees—CPSC 


May 19 is deadline for persons to apply for membership on 
3 of Consumer Product Safety Commission’s (CPSC) advis- 
ory committees for vacancies that will occur this coming June. 
The vacancies in the consumer category are listed after each 
of the advisory committees: 


Product Safety Advisory Council (2); National Advisory 
Committee for the Flammable Fabrics Act (4); and Technical 
Advisory Committee on Poison Prevention Packaging (8). 
Other categories are government and industry. 


In evaluating candidates CPSC will consider applicants 
who will provide the committees with diverse viewpoints on 
the many programs for which it has responsibility. It should 
be noted that scientists, doctors, educators and other spe- 
cialists may be in either the consumer or industry category, 
depending on their employment affiliation—or if they are con- 
sultants to industry in some manner. The more obvious repre- 
sentatives in the consumer category include members of vol- 
untary consumer organizations, community organizations and 
recognized consumer leaders. 


Members are expected to attend about 4 2-day sessions a 
year (terms are for 2 years) in Washington, DC—and they are 
reimbursed for their services. 


Details—Federal Register: March 7, page 9330. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: April 1, 1977. For more information on how to 
apply for membership write or call Dee Wilson, Committee 
Management Officer, Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
Washington, DC 20207; telephone 202-634-7700. NOTE: It is 
most important to send applications to CPSC no later than 
May 19. 





“Handicapped” and “retired” air travel- 
ers 


A recent amendment to the Federal Aviation Act (Public 
Law 95-163, enacted Nov. 9, 1977) allows (but does not re- 
quire) airlines to establish reduced fares for handicapped, re- 
tired and elderly air passengers on a space-available basis. As 
a result, Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) is proposing to de- 
fine as handicapped a person who has a physical or mental im- 
pairment (other than drug addiction or aleoholism), which 
substantially limits one or more major life activity. 


CAB proposes to define as retired a person at least 60 
years old and not regularly working at a full-time job. (The 
Federal Aviation Act has already defined as elderly a person 
at least 65 years old.) 


Not included in the present proposal are immigrant or- 
phans in the handicapped category, but CAB would like to re- 
ceive comments on the advisability of such inclusion. 


April 10 is deadline for comments on CAB’s proposed 
definitions. 


Details—Federal Register: March 1, page 8266. Send com- 
ments to Docket 32160, Civil Aeronautics Board, Washington, 
DC 20428. For more information write or call Stephen Bab- 
cock at above address; telephone 202-673-5442. 


Credit unions and share drafts 


The effective date of National Credit Union Administra- 
tion’s (NCUA) share draft program was delayed from Feb. 6 
to March 6 because the American Bankers Association sued 
NCUA in an effort to prevent the program from going into 
effect. A Federal District Judge has since ruled in favor of 
NCUA, and the agency is already processing a backlog of ap- 
plications from credit unions that want to issue share drafts. 


The share draft program, described in CONSUMER 
REGISTER on Jan. 1, enables Federal credit union members to 
write drafts on their interest-bearing share drafts for cash or 
bill-paying purposes. These drafts can be used just like 
checks. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 8, page 5359; Dec. 8, 1977, 
page 61977. For more information write or call Leonard 
Skiles, National Credit Union Administration, 2025 M St., 
NW, Washington, DC 20456; telephone 202-632-4870. 


Hypoallergenic cosmetics 


As a result of a Circuit Court ruling, Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration (FDA) must revoke its regulation requiring man- 
ufacturers of “hypoallergenic” cosmetics to substantiate their 
claims or stop making such claims on cosmetic labels. This 
means that any misleading claim of hypoallergenicity will have 
to be determined by FDA before it can take regulatory action 
against the maker of that claim. 


FDA has never enforced the regulation because manufac- 
turers had 2 years in which to comply—and by that time the 
matter was held up in litigation. 


Details—Federal Register: March 14, page 10559. CONSUMER 
REGISTER: Aug. 15, 1976, July 1, 1975, April 15, 1974. For 
more information write or call Heinz Eiermann, Food and Drug 
Administration, 200 C St., SW Washington, DC 20204; tele- 
phone 202-245-1530. 


Hair dyes 


May 8 is new deadline for comments on Food and Drug 
Administration’s (FDA) proposed warning statement and 
posters for certain coal tar hair dyes. FDA received requests 
for the extended deadline from the Cosmetic, Toiletry and 
Fragrance Association and from a law firm representing the 
National Beauty and Barber Manufacturers Association. 


Details—Federal Register: March 10, page 9830; Jan. 6, page 
1101. CONSUMER REGISTER: Jan. 15. Send comments to Hear- 
ing Clerk (HFC-20), Food and Drug Administration, 5600 
Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. For more information 
write or call John Wenninger, Food and Drug Administration, 
200 C St., SW, Washington, DC 20204; telephone 202-245- 
1061. 


Public interest representation—NHTSA 


Transportation Dept. has extended indefinitely its one- 
year demonstration program of financial assistance to- partici- 
pants in National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s 
(NHTSA) rulemaking procedures. 


The demonstration program was established [CONSUMER 
REGISTER March 1, 1977] to assure that consumer and other 
groups of citizens—who might not have enough money to par- 
ticipate effectively—are represented at regulatory proceed- 
ings. 


Because NHTSA says the program has been valuable to it 
in issuing fairer, more responsible regulations, Transporta- 
tion has decided to extend the program until further notice. 
(Transportation is still considering a proposal to give such fi- 
nancial assistance on a department-wide and permanent 
basis.) 


Details—Federal Register: March 16, page 10918; Jan. 13, 
1977, page 2864. For more information write or call Richard J. 
Hipolit, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
Washington, DC 20590; telephone 202-426-9511. 


Mortgages 


Veterans Administration (VA) has increased the 
maximum permissible interest rate on VA guaranteed and in- 
sured homes from 8%% to 8%%, effective Feb. 28. [See 
CONSUMER REGISTER March 15 for similar action by Housing 
and Urban Development Dept.] VA says the new rate is 
necessary to make VA loans competitive with other available 
investments and to assure a continuing supply of funds for VA 
guaranteed and insured mortgages. 

Details—Federal Register: March 7, page 9274. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Copies of Federal Register may be available 


in depository libraries. 





consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other items published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 


These forms are provided for you to use, if you wish, in commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, feel free to 
use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 


Name Date 
Street 

City : State ZIP 
Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 

by (name of agency) — 5 
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consumer comment 


CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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